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HOUSE COMMJTTEE CUTS REVENUE SHARING; SENATE COULD CUT DEEPER
The House General Government Subcommittee on Appropriations on Tuesday reported an H-1
version of HB 5880 that reduces revenue sharing next fiscal year for townships, cities and villages by
$10 million and cuts counties by $3.6 million. This is a cut compared to the current fiscal year
amounts. This represents a 3.1 % cut on the total amount of statutory revenue sharing. The biil also
reduces constitutional revenue sharing by $19 million, or roughly 3% compared to the current year
level due to declining sales tax collections by the state. MTA testified against the cuts and explained
to the subcommittee that the state is hitting local governments with a double whammy, as property
tax assessments "vere just recently sent out and will ultimately amount to significant reductions in
property tax revenues collected by local governments. HB 5880 now goes to the full House
Appropriations Committee for consideration and could see action next week. It would then move to
the Senate. MTA learned on Thursday that the House cuts may not be deep enough for the Senate. it
appears the Senate is considering a 5% cut to revenue sharing or $52 million less than Gov.
Granholm recommended in her budget. It is not clear if this is a cut to statutory only or includes
adjustments to constitutional revenue sharing (due to lower sales tax collections). The governor has
proposed to freeze revenue sharing amounts for next fiscal year. MTA will continue to update
township officials with legislative activity related to the state budget approval process.

SENATE MOVES TO CHANGE ASSESSMENT NOTICES
Boards of review are taking place in every comer of the state and the Senate Finance Committee
decided it was time to deal with issues related to the boards of review. The committee reported out
SB 395, offered by Sen. Rogei Kahn (R-Saginaw Chtr.v Twp.). The legislation amends the property
tax act to require all assessing units to mail assessment notices to property owners earlier than
currently required. Current law stipuiates that assessment notices are to be mailed at least 10 days
prior to the meeting of the board of review. SB 395, as introduced, would have moved that
requirement to 30 days. However, the legislation was amended to move the requirement to 14 days.
The legislation is in response to citizens who are concerned that insufficient time is allowed to compile
their cases between the time period when the notice is received and when the hearings occur.
Obviously, MTA is concerned that the time frame for .actually creating the assessments is being
squeezed from both ends. A 30-day requirement may have collapsed the system. Even at a change
of four days, MTA still has concerns regarding the ability to achieve the task in a timely manner.

SENATE EDUCAT!ON COM!IJIJTTEE REPORTS SCHOOL D!STR!CT ELECTION B!LLS
The Senate Education Committee reported a package of bills (SSs 751-756) that would alter when
school district elections are held. The bi-partisan package, introduced by Sens. Came ron Brown,
Mickey Switaiski and Roger Kahn. would require schoo; district elections to move from May to either
the November odd-year election. the August even-year election or the November even-year election.
In addition, the "floater" election date for millage elections that was previously established under
election consolidation would be eliminated under the package. The new requirements would apply
after March 31. 2011, if enacted into law. The package now moves to the full Senate for consideration.

POLL SHOWS INTERESTING NUMBERS ON CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION
On the 2010 November ballot, Michigan voters will be deciding whether to hold a constitutional
convention. Under the Michigan Constitution, the question is asked of voters every 16 years. A
recent poll conducted by EP!C/MR.-A. showed that 49% currently wou!d support a constitutional
convention with 35% saying they oppose the idea. However, when respondents were told a
convention would cost approximately $45 million. the results changed dramatically as opposition
rose to 71 % with support at 23%. The MTA Board is on record of opposing a convention.
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HOUSE APPROPRIA nONS COMMiTTEE RESTORES REVEf'-.JUE SHARING CUTS
The House Appropriations Committee restored revenue sharing cuts on Thursday afternoon for the
next fiscal year (beginning Oct. 1, 2010) after failing to gamer enough votes for a 3.1 percent cut or
$10 million to statutory revenue sharing for townships, cities and villages and a similar cut for counties
amounting to $3.6 million. The Appropriations Committee approved HB 5880, the general government
budget bill that contains revenue sharing, only after revenue sharing levels were restored to the
governor's budget recommendation (a freeze at current year !evels). !t appears the committee also
acted to tie the revenue sharing restoration to i 1 tax loophole bills that would net $26 million in
revenue. MTA along with other local government groups testified before the House Appropriations
Committee on Tuesday to explain how 10 years of revenue sharing cuts is taking a significant toll on
local government services and how the cuts thls year are coming on top of significant reductions in
property tax revenues. MTA appreciates the efforts of many committee members who are committed
to holding the line on revenue sharing cuts. Their action puts local governments in a better position as
the general government budget moves to the Senate in the coming weeks.

PROPERTY TAXES ON WATER CONDiTIONING EQUIPMENT
As noted· in the above article,· Hie·House Appropriations Committee has tie-barred the general
government appropriations bill to 11 pieces of legislation that would eliminate "tax loopholes." One of the
bills in question is--HB 5490, offered by Rep. Mark Meadows (D-East Lansing), which would eliminate
th~exeJl.lption of-~ented water conditioning units from personal property taxes. The exemption was
originally put into place due to the unique situation where rental equipment was being attached to
hcmes., It was pO"iilfed.out at the time that local assessors did not differentiate-homes that hia.~Water
conditioning units that were owned versus homes that had rental units. As a result, all water conditioning \....J

units, regardless of being owned or rented by the homeowner, were essentially taxed within the value of
the home.

HOUSE LOOKS AT CLOSING DETROn STATE POLSCE POST
In past years, recommendations have been made to close various state police posts across the state.
This is then followed by frantic phone calls from local government officials and citizens to their
legislators to sto~'the concept from being implemented. This has generally been a successful
strategy to stop the closure. This year, the talk coming from the House of Representatives is the
closure of the state police post in Detroit. The Detroit post is the largest in the state. The proposal
would redistribute the troopers in the Detroit headquarters into other offices across the state.
Undercover operations would continue to take place in Detroit. Currently, state police focus on
patrolling the highways within the city of Detroit. The same legislation is looking to increase traffic
tickets by $5 in order to generate an additional $6 million per year. Of that amount, $2.2 million would
be dedicated to secondary road patrol and $2_95 million would go into the state police crime lab. The
crime lab is currently experiencing a huge backlog on processing evidence.

FIREWORKS SPAR!O( DEBATE
In an effort to find money for firefighter inspection and training services, the House is considering an
idea to generate $2.6 million in revenue by allowing the sale of fireworks that are currently illegal and
using a new tax on the items to fund the firefighter programs. The debate is moving in different
directions. Firefighters are not enamored with the idea of lifting the current ban on fireworks, but
support funding the programs. The legislation would limit sales to regular business establishments, so
the dealers who invade the state in June with their tents and tables are not thrilled with the proposal
either.
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GOVERNOR SIGt.JS TIMBER CUTOVER r~LLAGE EXEMPTION
The governor signed legislation this week that wouid allow homeowners that also own adjacent lands
that are classified as timber cutover property to receive the lower homestead millage rate on the
timber cutover property. PA 17 of 2010, authored by Rep. Mike Lahti (D-Hancock), resolves an
unusual situation in the current property tax law. Property tax law has always allowed a homeowner
to receive a break on contiguous parcels to their homestead if the property was also considered
residential, but the law specified that it must be classlfied as residential to be considered. Timber
cutover status is used in some parts of the state to classify large undeveloped wooded areas. The
use of this classification has greatly diminished over the last decade. However, this decision made by
an assessor created a disparity on the potential levy of an extra 18 mills. This legislation eliminates
this discrepancy and allows for a refund of taxes paid in certain cases.

NEW LAW RETJUNS ERROR AND QiliiiSSiOi-i DECiSiONS AT BOARDS OF REViEw
July and December boards of review have been given the permanent authority to deal with certain
assessing errors. Two years ago, the Legislature authorized the board of review to deal with
assessing errors during the July and December boards of review. This allowed the boards to correct
quantifiable errors, such as mistakes in measuring or calculation errors. However, this change to law
was only allowed to take place for a two year trial run. PA 24, offered by Rep. Kate. Ebli (D-
Frenchtown Chtr. Twp.), makes the change permanent. This law will help insure that a property
owner is not required to pay extra taxes because of a simple mistake made by an assessor. This law
does not allow someone to simply contest their valuation again during one of these boards. An actual
error must be identified and corrected, which would result in an adjusted taxable or assessed value.

NEW FEDERAL JOBS BILL LATEST STli.,iULUS FOCUS iN CONGRESS
The Local Jobs for America Act, H.R. 4812, introduced by Congressman George Miller (D-CA), would
provide $75 billion for localities to hire or retain employees. Under the proposed legislation, $52.5
billion would be for communities with at least 50,000 in population and $22.5 billion would be for those
communities with fewer than 50,000 residents. The bill anticipates that funds would be distributed to
the larger communities based on the Community Development Block Grant Formula with funding to
smaller communities handled through an application process through each state. MTA and the
National Association of Towns and Townships (NATaT) .are proposing that the distribution for smaller
communities be replaced by the formula contained in H.R. 3007, introduced by Congressman Paul
Kanjorski (D-PA), to allow smaller communities to access ft...mding directly. H.R. 3007 is modeled after
the federal General Revenue Sharing Program that was in place from 1972~1986, which made federal
funds available for local government services. This program would be especially beneficial to smaller
communities that did not reap their fair share of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
CARRA) funding. As this issue heats up, MTA and NATaT will be requesting your assistance in
reaching members of Congress to express support for tile distribution formula contained in H.R.
3007.

WIND COUNCil TO MEET IN ESCANABA
The Michigan Great Lakes Wind Council will hold a meeting in Escanaba on Wednesday, April 14. The
wind council is an advisory body appointed by Gov. Jennifer Granholm that studies various issues related
to wind energy development within our state. This meeting will focus on offshore wind energy. The
meeting will take place at Danforth Place, 4989 Danforth Road, Escanaba. There wi!! be an open house
starting at 6 p.m. and presentations will begin at 7 p.m. opportunities for discussion wi!! occur after
presentations. The meeting will conclude at 9 p.m. No RSVP is required but the room \'Vi!! only
accommodate approximately 250 individuals.
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Melissa Freeman

~From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Dale Westrick [dale_westrick@yahoo.com]
Thursday, April 08,20108:05 PM
Melissa Freeman
Hertiage park safety issues
hertiage park safety issues. pdf

Melissa
Information I have collected on the safety issues at hertiage park.
Dale

Melissa
I am sending you some information Ihave collected concerning safety issues at
Heritage Park. Please include them in the correspondence in the April 19 2010
board packet and place it on the agenda. I am also including an email J sent to

• Jennifer November 16 2009 regarding the ball field float (picture included) that
does not meet safety code.
Thank you.
Dale Westrick trustee
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From: Dale Westrick (dale_westrick@yahoo.com)
To: jtubbs@watertowntownship.com;
Date: Mon, November 16,20094:35:51 PM
Cc:
Subject: Heritage park

Jennifer
Some of the things Inoticed at the heritage park that probably need attention. One of our picinic tables is
in the river to the east and north of the bathrooms. The float for the ball fields has been left by horne
plate on the west field this should probably be moved so it is not a safty hazard.
Thank you.
Dale

Do You Yahoo!?
Tired of spam? Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around
http://rnail.yahoo.com

http://us.rng2.rnail.yahoo.com/dc/launch ?.gx=1&.rand=6pp02ehcifsnj
Watertown Charter Township - Board of:rrus~e'::.::e~s~M:::::e:::..:et:::.ing;z.,-....:A..:tp:::.ri:....:11~9c.:.2~O~10~ _
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Ball field float
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• See Figure 5.

• See Appendix B for testing recommendations.

3.4 Sharp Points, Corners, and Edges

;harp points, corners, or edges on any pan of the playground
ir playground equipment may cut or puncture a child's skin.
;harp edges can cause serious lacerations if protective
neasures are not taken. To avoid the risk of injury from
harp points, corners and edges:

, Exposed open ends of all tubing not resting on the ground
or otherwise covered should be covered by caps or plugs
that cannot be removed without the use of tools.

• Wood parts should be smooth and free from splinters.

All corners, metal and wood, should be rounded.

, All metal edges should be rolled or have rounded capping.

There should be no sharp edges on slides. Pay special
attention to metal edges of slides along the sides and at
the exit (see also ~5.3.6.4).

(

These recommendations do nor apply ifrhe suspended
component is more than 7 feet above the protective surfac-
ing and is a minimum of one inch at its widest cross-section
dimension.

3.6 Tripping Hazards

Play areas should he free of tripping hazards [i.e., sudden
change in elevations) to children who are using a play-
ground. The two most common trip hazards are anchoring
devices for playground equipment and containment walls for
loose-fill surfacing materials.

• All anchoring devices for playground equipment, such as
concrete footings or horizontal bars at the bottom of
flexible climbers, should be installed below ground level
and beneath the base of the protective surfacing material.
This will also prevent children from sustaining additional
injuries from impact if they fall on exposed footings.

• Contrasting the color of the surfacing with the equipment
color can contribute to better visibility.
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• Log rolls should have handholds to assist with balance.

• The handholds should follow the guidelines in §5.2.2.

• The highest point of the rolling log should be a maximum
of 18 inches above the protective surface below.

• The use zone may overlap with neighboring equipment if
the other piece of equipment allows overlapping use zones
and

- There is at least 6 feet between equipment when
adjacent designated play surfaces are no more than
30 inches high; or
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The fall height of a log roll is the distance between the
highest portion of the rolling log and the protective
surfacing beneath it.

- There is at least 9 feet between equipment when
adjacent designated play surfaces are more than
30 inches high.

5.3.3.1.1 Fall height

) )

Merry-go-rounds are the most common rotating equipment
found on public playgrounds. Children usually sit or stand on
the platform while other children or adults push the merry-
go-round to make it rotate. In addition, children often get
on and off the merry-go-round while it is in motion. Merry-
go-rounds may present a physical hazard to preschool-age
children who have little or no control over such products
once they are in motion. Therefore, children in this age
group should always be supervised when using merry-gel-
rounds.

The following recommendations apply when the merry-go-
round is (It least 20 inches in diameter.

• Merry-go-rounds should not be used on playgrounds
intended for toddlers.

• The standing/sitting surface of the platform should have a
maximum height of:

- Preschool: 14 inches above the protective surface.

- School-age: 18 inches above the protective surface.

• The rotating platform should be continuous and
approximately circular.

n
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Handbook for Playground Safety
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• The surface of the platform should not have any openings
between the axis and the periphery that permit a rod hav-
ing a diameter of 5/16 inch to penetrate completely
through the surface.

• The difference between the minimum and maximum radii
of a non-circular platform should not exceed 2.0 inches
(Figure 15).

A = Axis of Rotation
AB = Minimum Radius
AC = Maximum Radius

B

The difference between dimensions AC
and AB should not exceed 2.0 inches.

Figure 15. Minimum and maximum radii of a
merry-go-round platform

• The underside of the perimeter of the platform should be
no less than 9 inches above the level of the protective
surfacing beneath it.

• There should not be any accessible shearing or crushing
mechanisms in the undercarriage of the equipment.

• Children should be provided with a secure means of hold-
ing on. Where hand grips are provided, they should con-
form to the general recommendations for hand gripping
components in §S.2.Z.

• No components of the apparatus, including handgrips,
should extend beyond the perimeter of the platform.

• The rotating plarform of a merry-go-round should not
have any sharp edges.

• A means should be provided to limit the peripheral speed
of rotation to a maximum of 13 ft/sec.

• Merry-go-round platforms should not have any up and
down (oscillatory) motion.

5.3.4.1 Use zone

• The use zone should extend a minimum of 6 feet beyond
the perimeter of the platform.

• This use zone should never overlap the use zone of any
other equipment.

5.3.4.2 Fall height

The fall height for a merry-go-round is the distance between
the perimeter of the platform where a child could sit or
stand and the protective surfacing beneath it.

5.3.5 Seesaws

5.3.5.1 Fulcrum seesaws

The typical seesaw (also known as a "teeter totter") consists
of a board or pole with a seat at each end supported at the
center by a fulcrum. See Figure 16. Because of the complex
way children are required to cooperate and combine their
actions, fulcrum seesaws are not recommended for toddlers
or preschool-age children.

Figure 16. Typical Fulcrum Seesaw

• The fulcrum should not present a crush hazard.

• Partial car tires, or some other shock-absorbing material,
should be embedded in the ground underneath the sears,
or secured on the underside of the seats. This will help
prevent limbs from being crushed between the seat and
the ground, as well as cushion the impact.

• The maximum attainable angle between a line connecting
the seats and the horizontal is 25°.

• There should not be any footrests.

5.3.5.2 Spring-centered seesaws

Preschool-age children are capable of using spring-centered
seesaws because the centering device prevents abrupt con-
tact with the ground if one child dismounts suddenly.
Spring-centered seesaws also have the advantage of not
requiring two children to coordinate their actions in order to
play safely. Spring-centered seesaws should follow the recom-
mendations for spring rockers including the use of footrests
(§5.J.7).
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~At our property located at 12900 S. Wacousta Road we have been facing, with
increasing frequency over the past few years, the threat of our basement being
flooded out. We have lived here over 40 years, when we first moved here we faced
flooding only once every 5-10 years when we would have a rapid snow melt.
Water would build up behind a snowdrift in the field behind us, and when the drift
melted through we would end up getting a flood. A few times we have ended up
with water flowing down our basement steps, which is what happens if we aren't
right here and aware of the situation as it is happening.

The past few years we have faced rapid onset flooding several times a year.
Anytime we get more than 2 inches of rain in a 24 hour period the water from the
field behind us overflows the small pond that is back there and very rapidly flows
through the neighbor's (Gary McDonough) back yard and into our yard. In less
than an hour the water could be in our basement if we aren't there to set up sump
pumps in the yard to pump the excess water-towards the existing storm drains along
the sidewalks, or where it will flow away from the neighboring yards and houses.
This flooding affects our neighbors on both sides - to the North Steve and Diana

~Cotton (property owned by Gordon Locke) and on the South, Gary and N omi
McDonough.

We feel that this problem has become more frequent and serious after the Methodist
Church on Herbison Road paved their parking lot. Causing even more rainwater to
drain off and flow through the field ending up in our yard before it has a chance to
soak into the ground. This is especially true when the ground is still frozen, but it
has happened even when the ground is not frozen.

The latest flooding happened on April 6, 2010.
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